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This week the American 
S o c ie t y  o f  Ne w s p ap er 
Editors celebrates Sunshine 
Week along with members 
of  broadcast ,  pr int  and 
online news groups, as well 
as schools, libraries and civic 
groups.
The purpose of the week is 
to promote sunshine laws and 
the Freedom of Information 
A c t ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s 
government organizations 
to make certain information 
public. 
The celebration began in 
2005, with newspapers across 
the country participating.
“The law is important 
because we, as citizens, need 
to be aware of what is going 
on with our government, 
whether it be dol lars or 
policies or whatnot,” said 
Jo d y  H a m m ,  p r o g r a m 
coordinator for the Freedom 
of Information Offi ce for the 
Department of Health and 
Environmental Control. “As 
a regulator, which is what 
DHEC is, it’s important that 
the public is informed to 
know that we’re protecting 
their best interest.”
Hamm said the DHEC 
receives approximately 300 
FOIA requests each month, 
requesting everything from 
information on restaurants 
a nd  nu r s i n g  home s  t o 
chemical spills.
The Society of Professional 
Journalists chapter at USC 
aims to educate students 
about sunshine laws and the 
FOIA, which was signed into 
law by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson in 1966.
Ernest Wiggins is the 
advisor of the USC chapter 
of the SPJ.
Wiggins said that sunshine 
laws and the FOIA are not 
only for news organizations 
but for the average citizen as 
well. 
He sa id that not only 
people that interact with 
the government need to 
be aware, but also that the 
average citizen needs to know 
“that the people who are 
elected to office are elected 
with the understanding that 
you are not to pursue your 
private interests or concerns 
primarily, that you’re elected 
to be a representat ive of 
the public’s concerns and 
interests. Because of that, 
we need to be aware of what 
you’re doing and how you’re 
doing it.”
University spokesperson 
Russ McKinney said that 
a public institution such as 
USC benefi ts from the act.
“As a public institution, 
we’re very cognizant of the 
aspects of the Freedom of 
Information Act,” he said. 
“As a public university we 
certainly have to operate as a 
public university, and that is 
to be as transparent about all 
the things we do as possible.”
He said the fact that the 
un iversit y is  f unded by 
citizens themselves, places a 
certain responsibility on the 
university.
“We receive tax dollars 
from the people of South 
Carolina and we receive 
tuition from students, and 
when you’re funded that way 
there’s a certain responsibility 
that goes with it,” McKinney 
said.
McKinney estimates that 
the University gets “a couple 
hundred” requests each year. 
Personnel matters, such as 
contractual details and the 
hiring and fi ring of employees, 
are exempt from the Freedom 
of Information Act. This 
includes cand idates  for 
university president Andrew 
Sorensen’s replacement.  
Jay  Bender,  t he  Reid 
H. Montgomery Freedom 
of Information Chair, said 
the importance of Sunshine 
Week is to reiterate the 
importance of being aware of 
the government’s actions. 
“We are a democracy. If we 
don’t have the opportunity 
to see what our government 
is about, how can we be 
effective citizens,” he said. 
“Democracy ant ic ipates 
citizens being involved at 
times other than elections.” 
JESUP, Ga. — Investigators 
with cadaver dogs searched a 
southeast Georgia landfill 
Monday for a missing couple 
last seen two weeks ago at 
the marina where they lived 
and worked on Hilton Head 
Island, S.C.
J o h n  a n d  E l i z a b e t h 
Calvert, who live part time 
on a yacht at the Harbour 
Town marina they lease and 
manage, were last seen on 
March 3. Police think Dennis 
Ray Gerwing, a business 
associate of the couple who 
com m it ted  su ic ide  l a s t 
Tuesday, was the last person 
to see them.
Authorities had combed 
through parts of the vast 
landf i l l  in rura l  Way ne 
County on Saturday, but 
found nothing. The Beaufort 
Cou nt y,  S .C . ,  sher i f f ’s 
office has said only that a 
tip prompted the search 100 
miles from the resort island 
near the Georgia-South 
Carolina border.
Beaufort County Sheriff 
P.J. Tanner has refused to 
say whether he believes the 
Calverts are dead or alive.
Wayne County sheriff ’s 
Capt. Joe Naia said Monday 
t hat  t ra sh f rom H i lton 
Head Island is dumped at 
the landfi ll after being sent 
to nearby Savannah and 
compacted.  But he sa id 
authorities weren’t certain 
the Calverts’ bodies had been 
taken to the landfi ll.
“Ever y th ing is h ighly 
speculative,” Naia said. “I 
think this is one of several 
places” invest igators are 
searching for the couple.
Naia sa id t he landf i l l 
receives trash from across 
southern Georgia as well as 
from parts of Florida and 
South Carolina.
John Calvert, 47, and his 
45-year-old wife run several 
businesses in the Hilton 
Head area. Elizabeth Calvert 
is a business attorney for a 
Savannah law fi rm.
Gerwing, who had been 
questioned by investigators, 
killed himself by slashing his 
inner thigh with a knife. 
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Celebration highlights availability 
of information from government
W it h  A p r i l  15  f a s t 
approaching, the onset of 
tax season means its time 
for all those who have been 
employed in the past year 
to sit down and f i le tax 
returns. 
Justin Fisher, a second-
year computer engineering 
student, said his parents 
help him with fi ling taxes 
from his previous job.
“Well, I do not have a 
job right now, but I still 
have to do my taxes for 
my previous job,” Fisher 
said. “I normally have my 
parents take care of my 
taxes for me, and they take 
them to the account ing 
firm they use to do their 
taxes.”
John Gordon, a fi rst-year 
public relations student, 
also has to f ile his taxes 
this year, but with the help 
of his parents.
“ I  h ave  t o  do  t a xe s 
because I work for my dad 
at Upstate Lawn Care, 
but he usually does them 
for me so I do not have to 
worry about it,” Gordon 
said.
For those college students 
who don’t seek the help of 
their parents during this 
tumultuous season, there 
are rays of hope to release 
some of the stress.
In order to reduce the 
s t r e s s  a m o n g  c o l l e g e 
students, a few options are 
available to help them fi le 
tax returns.  A student can 
choose to use tax software, 
use tax services from an 
accounting f irm or visit 
the USC Law School to 
have their taxes filed free 
of charge.
According to Marcus 
C a y l o r ,  a n  a s s i s t a n t 
professor in the Moore 
School of Business, there 
are three tips to keep in 
mind when it comes to 
doing taxes.  
“First, consider the use 
of tax software package 
such as  TurboTax t hat 
leads someone step by step 
through preparing their 
own taxes,” Caylor said.
M o s t  t a x  s o f t w a r e 
packages run around $90 
in the store,  whi le the 
same companies offer the 
sof t wa re  for  f ree 





“ A l s o 
k e e p  a 
copy of a l l 
s u p p o r t i n g 
p a p e r w o r k 
related to your 
taxes as well as 
your tax returns,” 
Caylor said.  “And 
thirdly, check to see if 
you are eligible for any 
credits or deductions 
related to the “qualifi ed” 
education expenses.”
There are other 
opt ions as wel l when it 
comes to doing taxes.  AAA 
Tax Service of America, 
located in Columbia, is an 
accounting firm that files 
tax returns.  
Br ice Dona ldson,  an 
employee of  A A A Ta x 
Service of America, said 
the price of the service was 
dependent on a variety of 
variables.
“The price of our service 
varies depending on the 
t ype of return and the 
number of stocks, bonds 
and div idends someone 
has,” Donaldson said.
Because most col lege 
students have yet to acquire 
many assets, Donaldson 
said, “our average price to 
fi le a college student’s taxes 
is around $78.”
It seems it would certainly 
pay to simply do your own 
taxes; however, the USC 
Law School part icipates 
i n  “ Yo u  B e n e f i t ,  We 
Learn” program which is 
sponsored by IRS’s VITA 
program.  The program 
al lows people with low 
income and the elderly to 
have their taxes f iled at 
no charge.  In order to be 
considered “low-income” 
by the IRS, your earned 
annual income must be 
$40,000 or less.
Pa mela  Robi n son  i s 
the director of Pro Bono 
program at the School of 
Law. 
“ T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t 
opportunity for us to give 
back,” Robinson said in a 
news release. “Community 
members will benefit and 
our students will learn.” 
This is the 17th year that 
the Law School will have 
supported this program.
The students of the USC 
Law School will be offering 
free tax assistance each 
Wednesday and Saturday 
unt il March 29th.  The 
students and volunteers 
will be helping people with 
their tax returns in the 
lobby of the law school on 
Wednesday from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. and on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to noon.
The students will only 
be f i l ing s imple Sout h 
Carolina state and federal 
income tax returns.  No 
s e l f - e m p l o y m e n t  o r 





available to assist 
people with fi ling
Students fi nd 
tax season aid
Authorities received 
tip, uncertain if 
bodies were there
Investigators continue searching for missing S.C. 
couple, begin looking in south Georgia landfi ll
Russ Bynum
Th e Associated Press
Johnathan Dyer / The Associated Press
Members of the Sheriff’s Department search the water 
around the boat of the missing Atlanta couple.
Using the Freedom of 
Information Act
Written request
1. Write letter to agency’s FOI 
offi cer requesting record
2. “Reasonably describe” 
record; fi le or docket number not 
necessary
3. Record must exist; agency 
cannot be forced to create 
records or answer questions
Agency’s response:
• Agency has 20 working 
days to release records or 
they can delay or deny the 
release of records based on 
exemptions within the law
• May in some cases get 
extra time
• May charge “reasonable” 
search fee, about $11 to $28 
an hour; it may be reduced or 
waived
Federal law entitles anyone to request a cop of any 
record from any agency in the executive branch, except 
for presidential records and nine exempted types of 
information; how to make a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request:  
Before beginning: Locate appropriate offi cial and make an 
informal request for the record













Records exempted by law
Trade, commercial secrets
Internal agency messages
Offi cials’ personal records
Criminal investigations
Federally regulated banks
Oil and gas wells
 Source: Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press 
SATURDAY, MARCH 15 
Trespass after notice, 12:40 
a.m.
902 Sumter St.
Police arrested Akahito 
Yamaguchi after he was 
found sleeping on a pew in 
Rutledge Chapel. He had 
been given prior trespass 
warnings.




S o me o ne  s t o le  t wo 
textbooks from the Russell 
House bookstore. 
Estimated value: $113
Repor t ing of f i ce r :  E . 
Meacham
Grand larceny, 9:40 p.m.
801 Lincoln St.
Someone stole a money 
bag at a concession stand. 
The bag was recovered 
without money. 
Estimated value: $4,263
Reporting officers: W.D. 
Jones, A. Broadus
Assault and battery, petit 
larceny, 10:05 p.m.
800 Devine St.
The victim was thrown 
to the ground after a verbal 
altercation with the suspect. 
The victim hit the suspect in 
self-defense, and the suspect 
stole the victim’s glasses. 
Estimated value: $150
Repor t ing  o f f i c e r :  J. 
Newsom
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A ferry crosses to Ocracoke Island at sunset in Outer Banks North Carolina.











11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sweet Caroline Bone 
Marrow Drive
Russell House Ballroom
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Carolina Crew Meeting
RH Dining Room
7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Scuba Club Weekly 
Meeting
RH 205
7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
RHA Senate Meeting
Calcott, Rm 201
7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Feminist Majority 




10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Wacky Wednesday: Fun 
Photo Frames
Greene St.




5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Senate Meeting
RH 322 & 326
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
SAVVY General Body 
Meetings
RH 302
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
USC College Republicans 
featuring Congressman Joe 
Wilson
Calcott, Rm 003
RALEIGH, N.C. — The 
U.S. Supreme Court said 
Monday it wi l l consider 
whet her leg is lat ive and 
cong re s s iona l  d i s t r ic t s 
designed to help minority 
candidates win offi ce must do 
so by containing a majority 
of minority voters.
The case could decide the 
fate of so-called “infl uence” 
districts, drawn following 
the 2000 census in states 
with minority populations 
largely between 40 and 50 
percent.
Such districts are preferred 
by civil rights leaders, who 
worry that creating districts 
with a majority of minority 
voters forces lawmakers to 
pack minority voters into 
a smaller overall number 
of districts, reducing their 
overall voting strength.
A Supreme Court ruling 
on the legality of “infl uence” 
districts is likely to affect 
how boundaries are drawn 
following the 2010 Census.
“It strikes me as having 
far reaching implications for 
other states,” said Tim Storey, 
a redistricting expert at the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures. “This really 
could be the blockbuster case 
of the decade.”
The case is based on the 
North Carolina Legislature’s 
decision in 2003 to split the 
state’s 18th House District 
between portions of Pender 
and New Hanover counties.
Democrat ic lawmakers 
w ho  p u s he d  i n f lue nc e 
d ist r ic t s  sa id t he rac ia l 
att itudes of white voters 
had changed, allowing black 
voters — including those in 
the new 18th District — to 
maintain their power as a 
vot ing bloc. In the new 
dist r ict , blacks made up 
only about 39 percent of the 
voting age population.
ALBANY, N.Y. — David 
Paterson was sworn in as 
governor Monday before 
a crowd of lawmakers who 
c h a nt e d  h i s  n a me  a nd 
cheered his message of unity 
in a state eager to move past 
his predecessor’s sordid and 
speedy political collapse.
Paterson became the state’s 
f irst black chief executive 
almost exactly a week after 
allegat ions f irst surfaced 
that Gov. Eliot Spitzer was 
“Client 9” of a high-priced 
call girl service.
“We move forward. Today 
is Monday. There is work 
to be done,” Paterson said. 
“There was an oath to be 
taken. There’s trust that 
needs to be restored. There 
are issues that need to be 
addressed.”
Spitzer, according to ex-
aides, was at his Columbia 
C o u nt y  f a r m ho u s e  4 8 
miles south at the time of 
Paterson’s swearing-in.
Where Spitzer’s 14-month 
t e nu re  w a s  m a rke d  b y 
partisan sniping, Paterson, 
a fellow Democrat, reached 
across the aisle in his remarks 
from the ornate Assembly 
chamber. The crowd gave 
the new governor a two-
minute standing ovation.
“What we are going to 
do from now on is what we 
always should have done 
all along,” the former state 
senator said. “We’re going to 
work together.”
Legislators gave Paterson 
applause when he called for 
cooperat ion, and laughs 
when he made playful jabs at 
Republican leaders.
He said Senate Republican 
l e a d e r  J o s e p h  B r u n o , 
probably Spitzer’s most bitter 
rival, had invited him to 
dinner at his ranch: “I’ll go. 
I’m going to take my taster 
with me.”

Guys must lose outdated
gimmicks if they want
to show their real game
Spr ing Break d id n’t 
teach me the value of those 
previous moments I shared 
with my friends or the 
consequences of mixing 
too much alcohol with too 
much sun. No, instead I 
came back from Spring 
Break with a different sort 
of realization.
Guys, you need to work 
on your game.
I’m all about guys hitting 
on girls, part ies by the 
beach and fun times with 
random people you meet, 
if only for the week. But if 
you’re main mission when 
hitting the sand is to pick 
up girls, think before you 
speak.
There are just certain 
pick-up lines that expired 
with the ‘90s, and others 
that should never have 
m ad e  t he i r  w a y  i n t o 
existence in the fi rst place. 
A nd on the beach, for 
some reason or another, 
some guys seem to lose all 
common sense.
It ’s as if the sight of 
g i r l s  i n  t he i r  b i k i n i s 
automatically rids them 
o f  a n y t h i n g  t h e y ’ v e 
learned throughout their 
adolescent years. All sense 
of smoothness is lost and 
their game just disappears 
–  i f  i t  wa s 
t h e r e  t o 
begin with.
F o r 
example, the 
overthrown 
f o o t b a l l 
p a s s .  Yo u 
k now what 
I’m talk ing 
about. Every 
group of guys 
a b o v e  t h e 
age of 16 brings a football, 
Frisbee or what have you 
and sit in a group waiting 
for a group of girls to walk 
by. They try to play it off, 
checking them out through 
sunglasses that can cover 
up their glances. But the 
girls always know.
A nd then they make 
their move.  They casually 
start a game of catch and 
overthrow the ball to where 
the girls have set up their 
tanning session. Here lies 
their opening for chatting 
up the girls. Apparently, 
no girls have ever heard of 
this maneuver before.
S m o o t h  g u y s ,  r e a l 
smooth.
N o w  d o n’t  g e t  m e 
wrong, it’s cute. And we 
know you’re trying. But 
honestly, if you are trying 
to be cool, chatting about 
your favorite 98 Degrees 
song and asking me about 
my major is not going 
to give me Spring Break 
fever. 
And it’s not just limited 
to balls, and it’s defi nitely 
not limited to the beach. 
Now I’m not saying that 
you’re favorite lines are 
completely useless. But for 
future reference, the only 
time they’re actually found 
charming is when you are 
being absolutely obvious 
about kidding. Then you 
turn from f l irtat iously 
challenged to endearing 
and funny. 
So, no stretching your 
a r m s  a r ou nd  a  g i r l ’s 
shoulder, asking them for 
their sign or sending them 
another drink just to make 
your game look bet ter 
than it is. All of them will 
send us rolling our eyes 
and running the other way. 
No “You’ve been running 
through my mind all day” 
or “Did it hurt when you 
fell from heaven?”
So this is a warning to 
all guys out there: before 
you set out on the beach, 
or even in your regular 
day to day life, and plan on 
strutting your game, make 
sure you had it in the fi rst 
place. 
If you really want to chat 
us up, just walk over and 
say hi. You don’t have to 
try a gimmick, and please 
keep your expired pick-up 
lines to yourself. We know 





Sunshine Week keeps 
free press in spotlight
“The free press is the mother of all our liberties and 
of our progress under liberty,” former Illinois Gov. 
Adlai Stevenson once said.
With that in mind, Sunshine Week, the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors’ annual celebration 
of the free press, showcases a right so important 
that it comes before the right to a fair trial in the 
Constitution. Even so, many Americans seem to take 
it for granted.
The First Amendment, 
along with laws like the 
Freedom of Information 
Act ,  protec t  us  f rom 
government and corporate 
corrupt ion by helping 
journalists — and private 
cit izens in general — 
discover misconduct, as well as protecting them from 
retaliation later on.
The pursuit of truth is, and always should be, 
a journalist’s first duty, but information need not 
always be divulged under a court order. Greater 
transparency, frankness and openness are goals to 
which all public entities should aspire. Transparency 
only generates trust and goodwill with the press and 
the public.
This is not only true for the state and federal 
government but for our university administration and 
Student Government, both public entities subject to 
the rules of FOIA. 
A free and competent press and a government 
committed to honesty and transparency benefi t the 
entire population, and that’s a benefi t that we can ill 
afford to overlook.
Transparency only 
generates trust and 
goodwill with the press 
and the public










Celebrities deserve equal 
protection against those 
who overstep boundaries
A new a nt i-paparazz i 
law has been proposed in 
California, seemingly in 
wake of an incident involving 
Britney Spears. 
While being rushed to the 
hospital in an 
a m b u l a n c e , 
S p e a r s  w a s 
so  ba r r aged 
by paparazzi 
t h a t  a  s o r t 
o f  m i l i t a r y 
blockade had 
to be created to 
safely get her 
there, costing 
t a x p a y e r s 
a r o u n d 
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 
This new law 
would stiffen and enforce 
punishments on paparazzi 
for being overly aggressive 
and violating the rights of a 
celebrity’s privacy.
It’s tempting to feel no 
sympathy for a person who 
has made his or her living 
in t he l imel ight .  These 
celebr it ie s ’  c a reer s  a re 
defined by their exposure 
to the masses. It seems some 
of these celebrities even go 
out of their way in order to 
catch the attention of the 
paparazzi.
Many argue the paparazzi 
have a right to take these 
pictures as part of their 
f reedom of  speech a nd 
artistic license. However, 
there comes a time when this 
“adoration” goes too far.
First there is the problem 
of  t hose paparazz i  who 
trespass on the personal 
property of these individuals. 
That, or they camp outside 
of their homes or follow 
them to every location they 
stop at. If they could, many 
would probably follow them 
right into the bathroom.
B e s id e s  t h e  o b v io u s 
violation of privacy, there are 
paparazzi who break laws we 
already have in place in order 
to get that prized picture: 
driving on the wrong side 
of the road, speeding or 
obstructing roadways just 
for the purpose of getting 
a single photograph of a 
celebrity.
Other paparazzi tactics 
include name-calling and 
shouting obscenities, all in 
attempts to get a negative 
reaction out of the celebrity. 
Many other “chivalrous” 
photographers have also 
been caught trying to up-
skirt celebrities.
What is it that makes it 
okay for a paparazzi to take 
these pictures and in turn 
sell them to magazines and 
other programs to distribute 
to millions of viewers?
The celebrit y status is 
the only thing that makes 
this type of behavior even 
appear to be okay. It would 
automatically be deemed 
wrong to take a snapshot 
of an ordinary person and 
publish it on the front page 
of any given tabloid. 
In documentaries or reality 
television, people who do not 
want to be seen often have 
their head blurred or some 
other means of disguising 
their identity. But it seems if 
someone gets a snapshot or 
rare footage of a celebrity it’s 
fair game to distribute that 
photo however they like.
Celebr it ie s  may wa nt 
fame and exposure, but they 
should have at least a little 
say in how, when and where 
they are exposed.









If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com 
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the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
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LAUREN SPIRES 
Gang culture shouldn’t be overlooked
Death of L.A. teenager 
emphasizes harshness 
of  violent subculture
J a m i e l  S h a w  w a s 
someone headed in the 
right direction, out of the 
streets of Los Angeles, 
with collegiate football on 
his horizon. 
Attracting interest from 
Rutgers and Stanford after 
a solid junior campaign, 
Shaw was gunned down 
merely yards f rom h is 
home after returning from 
the mall. 
Shaw was killed when he 
refused to answer a passing 
gang member’s query as to 
what gang he belonged to.
After Shaw, who was 
not in a gang, refused to 
answer the question, he 
was shot multiple times.
The question that always 
arises in acts of unspeakable 
violence is, “Why did this 
happen?”
Shaw was determined 
to make somet h ing of 
himself, and avoided the 
gang culture that remains 
p re v a lent  i n  t he  L o s 
Angeles area. 
It’s tragic enough that a 
young man with as bright 
a future as Shaw was taken 
before he could realize 
what lay ahead of him.
It’s a bigger tragedy that 
there was no reason for 
Shaw’s death 
ot her t han 
the fact that 
he  ref u sed 
to  become 
i n v o l v e d 
with the vile 
culture that 




G a n g 
c u l t u r e 
l ie s  at  t he 
heart of Shaw’s death: the 
cutthroat mentality, the 
blood spilled, the feuds 
and, the glorifi cation of it. 
Shaw refused to answer 
whether or not he was in a 
gang, and was punished by 
being executed, while his 
best friend watched.
It’s a parent’s worst fear 
to bur y their ch i ldren 
but this loss has to sting 
that much worse, with the 
faceless brutality that took 
place. 
Gang culture can be seen 
on television, in magazines 
and in music, sel l ing a 
“thuggish” image. 
Gangs can’t be easily 
wiped out, but they can 
be combated with less 
emphasis on the images 
associated with it.
T ho se  f rom h a rder 
ne ighb orhood s  ea s i l y 
identify with gang culture. 
As they grow with it, they 
become engrained in it, 
surrounding themselves in 
all that they know.
Three teenagers were 
put on trial late last year in 
West Palm Beach Florida 
after raping a mother in 
front of her child, gloating 
about it on various Web 
p a g e s  a n d  c l a i m i n g 
assoc iat ion w it h loca l 
gangs. 
Is this type of culture 
supposed to be ignored? 
Senseless acts of violence 
that can only be justifi ed in 
a gang member’s eyes can’t 
keep appearing on the local 
news front page. 
Shaw’s senseless death is 
tragic not only because a 
life was taken, but because 
t he br ight f ut ure of a 
young man that stood for 
everything that’s working 
to defy gang culture was 
destroyed — not because 
of a rival sign thrown up, 
not because of a code word 
dished out, but because 
of the silent defiance of a 
young man with a vision of 








Doug Jones seems to be 
going through a musical 
identity crisis of some sort. 
The s inger-song w r iter, 
once quasi-famous for his 
membership in the South 
Carolina-based band Cravin’ 
Melon, made an a lmost 
valiant attempt at a comeback 
with his latest album, “Doug 
Jones Ever ybody,  Doug 
Jones.” 
Through the durat ion 
of the CD, Jones attempts 
to maintain his Southern 
roots and adopt a style that 
is simultaneously bluegrass 
and country while adding in 
hints of jazz and rock, with 
the occasional homage to 
Elvis.
A  p r e s s  r e le a s e  t h a t 
accompanied his new CD 
described Jones as an artist 
who “can make you laugh 
out loud at one song and get 
misty eyed at the next.” In 
the album’s defense, both 
of these prophecies were 
fulfi lled. 
I was, at several points 
inspired to laugh, but my 
laughing was always at Mr. 
Jones and never with him. 
Similarly, I did get misty-
eyed upon the realization that 
several members of USC’s 
beloved Hoot ie and the 
Blowfi sh worked with Jones 
to bring his album to life, 
both as featured artists on 
select songs and producing 
the album.
This isn’t to say, however, 
t h a t  t h e  a l b u m  i s  a 
complete train wreck. The 
instrumentals are, in most 
cases, excellent. Doug Jones’ 
stints on acoustic guitar are 
respectable, and the band 
backing him up far outshine 
him. 
In fact, on its own, the 
music is both entertaining 
and has depth — something 
l isteners wil l surely beg 
f o r  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e 
accompanying vocals. Jones’ 
attempts at crooning come 
out as warbling, and his 
vibrato sounds much more 
l ike a  screech ing yodel 
than anything legitimately 
musical.
It’s diffi cult to understand 
what part of the CD is truly 
a “solo attempt” at fame. 
With what seems like dozens 
of featured artists and back-
up instrumentalists, Jones 
had help from a number of 
artists more experienced and 
more musically in tune than 
himself. 
St il l, Jones took a risk 
in undertak ing the task 
o f  p e n n i n g  t he  l y r i c s 
independent ly  for  n ine 
of the album’s ten songs. 
His supposed wit is hardly 
refl ected in these lyrics. 
In “Just How I Do It,” 
Jones manages to repeat the 
phrase “That’s just how I do 
it” 13 times in a mere three 
minutes and 45 seconds.
W h e n  t h e y  a r e n ’ t 
repet it ive, Doug Jones’s 
songs are wr it ten in i l l 
humor and potentially poor 
taste. His tirade in “Getting’ 
Out About Now,” in which 
he laments his relationship, 
asserts that had he “killed 
her when [he] met her,” he’d 
be free of the woman in his 
life and all punishment by 
now. 
While such ideas are hardly 
of fensive to women in a 
manner similar to Eminem’s 
rap of the mid-’90s, Jones 
simply doesn’t have the wit 
or the musical talent to get 
away with such statements.
A combination of weak 
voca ls ,  weak ly r ic s  and 
over-confi dence on the part 
of Doug Jones confirm his 
status as an artist of the past. 
With both an outdated and 
out-of-tune sound, “Doug 
Jones Ever ybody,  Doug 
Jones” is appealing to ... 
nobody. 
The promise f rom his 
press release that Jones’ 
a lbum is “phi losophica l 
fert ilizer for the soul” is 
undoubtedly true. After all, 
we all know what fertilizer 
is made of — something 
vaguely reminiscent of Jones’ 
music. 
Courtesy of Doug Jones
Doug Jones, middle, has not matured much since his days with Cravin’ Melon.
PAGE 5TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2008
“Doomsday” is an action 
movie that tries to mix post-
apocalyptic, medieval and 
car chase sequences while 
ultimately failing all three.
The post-apoca ly pt ic 
story is miniature: 27 years 
after a k iller virus leaves 
northern England forcibly 
quarantined from the rest of 
the world, a new outbreak in 
southern England prompts 
the government to send a 
task force into the former 
no man’s land to look for a 
cure. The walled England, 
with gun turrets, no-f ly 
zones and mined waters, is 
the playground for a near-
anarchic clan of tattooed 
and pierced psychos.
Government agent Eden 
Sinclair, in a form-fitting 
outfi t, and a handful of other 
elite specialists are captured 
soon upon enter ing t he 
land humanity forgot, and 
the set-up begins to work. 
A communal cannibalistic 
show done in punk-rock 
s t y l e  l e nd s  t he  m o v ie 
promise, but otherwise the 
movie lacks characters.
Sinclair is played with a 
hard-bodied, pouty-lipped, 
stony-glaring quietness by 
Rhona Mitra, but her role 
is as interchangeable as the 
disposable gents who follow 
her through the mayhem. 
It’s a given that action-movie 
sidekicks will die off, but 
main hero Sinclair’s story is 
force-fed in the beginning 
and hardly used afterward. 
There’s  more combined 
entertainment in reading 
“Ma x im” wh i le  play ing 
“Halo.”
M idway  t h rough  t he 
movie, every thing takes 
a sudden t urn toward a 
medieval-style community 
that has an ancient sense of 
justice. The audience’s time 
is wasted during the lengthy 
traveling it takes to get to 
the land of chain mail and 
plot holes. If “Doomsday” 
stayed in the city, it could 
have salvaged some urban 
ac t ion,  but count r yside 
fights and a stupidly done 
gladiator battle steal most of 
the potential fun.
Just as bad is the car-chase 
climax, which should have 
been 20 minutes of heart-
pounding stunt work, but 
instead the entire sequence 
i s  c ut  i nto  t wo - second 
shots that rob the audience 
of any clear perspective or 
appreciation for what’s going 
on. Explosions and splatter 
fill some frames, but they 
feel more like a reassurance 
that villains are being taken 
out , in case nobody can 
follow the diced-up editing.
One thing the movie does 
right to the point of excess 
is it s gore. “Doomsday” 
has a hard R rat ing for 
intense violence, including 
s e vere d  he ad s ,  c o ok e d 
corpses, bodies that spurt 
and explode blood and one 
bunny rabbit that’s torn 
apart for fun.
This is the sort of movie 
that would have been great 
as B-movie fodder, but the 
whole experience is hollow. 
The villains of both halves 
of England are cardboard 
cutouts (men in suits abuse 
p owe r  t o  e a r n  s c or n) . 
Sinclair has no personality 
or humor besides smoking 
to look cool or reciting dull 
one-liners to herself. The 
premise, characters and 
action have been done better 
in any of the dozen movies 
“Doomsday” rips off. Watch 
those instead. 
Any high school-based 
show that star t s w ith a 
bunny mascot punch-out 
at  t he  f l ag pole  du r i ng 
homecoming week is just 
peachy in my book.
A nd “ ju st  peachy ” i s 
something the heroine of 
“Miss/Guided” just might 
say. Life with Judy Greer’s 
character is one big perk-o-
rama. Greer’s Becky Freeley 
(yes, the name’s ironic) is 
that relentlessly supportive 
guidance counselor who 
a lways k new where you 
were coming from because 
she’d been there. If, that 
i s ,  you  were  t he  t y p e 
of st udent to go to the 
guidance counselor in the 
fi rst place, which probably 
me a n s  g e e k y,  s add le d 
w it h  “pret t y  e laborate 
orthodontic issues” or just 
plain “weird.”
Si nce  t hat  cover s  95 
percent of us, ABC’s latest 
single-camera comedy is 
ut terly  relat able .  Even 
better, it’s filled with the 
same warm yet witty, always 
smart and eccentric vibe 
as previous misfit-student 
f a v e s  “ S q u a r e  Pe g s ,” 
“Popular” and “Malcolm 
in t he M iddle.” “M iss/
Guided” absolutely nails 
those anx ious moments 
o f  d i s c o m f o r t ,  i r o n y, 
unintended consequence 
and sheer dread of being, 
well, the awkward person 
you actually are.
G reer  m ade  her  T V 
m a r k  a s  t h e  f o r m e r 
cor porate  sec ret a r y  i n 
Fo x ’ s  l a t e ,  l a m e n t e d 
“Arrested Development,” 
another of f beat comedy 
that knew precisely what 
it aspired to be and how to 
get there. But she won me 
over with her spot-on turn 
in 2003’s sweet ly sat iric 
“Jewsploitation” fi lm “The 
Hebrew Hammer,” playing 
et hn ic cr usader Est her 
Bloomenbergensteinenthal. 
Just as she pulled off that 
movie’s trickily affectionate 
sendup, she wins us over 
here, exuberantly selling 
earnest lines, like her pastry 
warning to a fat girl, “It 
may f ill the hole in your 
mouth, but it won’t fi ll the 
hole in your soul.”
And that’s not easy. But 
everyone involved is on 
their A-game here. 
D i r e c t o r  T o d d 
Hol land l ives up to h is 
“ Wonder f a l l s ”-” L a r r y 
Sanders Show” reputation, 
and it’s clear series creator 
Carol ine Wi l l iams has 
written for “The Office.” 
That light touch is echoed 
in their cast, from Greer 
as the former (OK, st ill) 
wallfl ower to dishy Brooke 
Burns as her then-and-now 
popular student /teacher 
nemesis. Even the guy they 
both pine for, Kristoffer 
Polaha as the dense shop 
class dude turned illiterate 
Spanish instructor, pulls 
it off with aplomb. Who’d 
a thunk? Both Polaha and 
former “Baywatch” babe 
Burns were last seen on 
Fox’s brain-dead beach-soap 
bust “North Shore.”
Ashton Kutcher is one of 
“Miss/Guided’s” producers, 
and he’s just as sly in guest-
starr ing on Thursday ’s 
8  p .m.  prem iere  a s  a n 
actual Spanish-speak ing 
substitute teacher/threat to 
Polaha named Bo (actually 
ʻDoomsdayʼ falls short, 
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“Doug Jones Everybody, 
Doug Jones”
Doug Jones
★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
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Jones’ comeback album fails to deliver
ʻPhilosophical fertilizer 
for the soulʼ claims hit 
home with album release
Marin Mueller
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”You know, I’m sick of following my dreams, man. I’m just 
going to ask where they’re going and hook up with ‘em later.” 
– Mitch Hedberg 
RONKONKOMA, N.Y. — In the 
days following 9/11, Robert Honor 
watched the funerals on television 
and had an unusual reaction. Stirred 
by the steady, sorrowful drone of 
bagpipe bands paying tribute to fallen 
citizens who, like him, were of Irish 
descent, he decided he wanted to 
learn the ancient instrument.
At the time, he was about 7 years 
old.
“It just brought something out in 
me,” said Honor, a thoughtful 13-
year-old junior high schooler. “The 
bagpipes were my calling.”
For bagpipers on New York’s Long 
Island, Honor and youngsters like him 
are helping to keep the Irish-Scottish 
instrument alive. By some accounts 
the bagpipe’s popularity is on the 
rise: The Eastern United States Pipe 
Band Association in Newark, Del., 
est imates that its membership — 
approximately 200 bands and 2,200 
individuals — has doubled over the 
past decade, a result of the increase 
in St. Patrick’s Day parades in towns 
around the country. On Long Island 
this year, there are so many parades 
that some bands are playing multiple 
events and even splitting up to cover 
more ground.
“You know there’s no St. Patrick’s 
Day anymore,” Joseph McGonigal, 
the association’s president, noted. 
“It’s a whole St. Patrick’s month.”
Others, however, fear that playing 
the bagpipe is becoming a lost art. 
Honor’s father said it took a full year 
of searching to fi nd a local instructor 
for his son. “You go to competitions 
and you see tons of people and you 
think it’s really big, but it’s a small 
group,” Christopher Honor, 41, said. 
“We went to music schools, and one 
said, `If you f ind someone, let us 
know.’”
The bagpipes have never been a 
Bagpipers continue historic practice   
Musicians continue bagpipesʼ 
legacy through renewed interest 
Rafer Guzman
MCT CAMPUS
Ana P. Gutierrez / The Associated Press




lame plot spell 
cinema doom
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A ll parents rest easier 
knowing they’ve got their 
own in-house geek squad.
After 1st grade or so, kids 
know more about computers 
than their moms and dads 
ca n  hope to  lea r n  i n  a 
lifetime.
T he se  sk i l l s  come i n 
handy when nav igat ing 
the three remotes it takes 
to make the TV work, or 
negotiating the keypad of 
the microwave.
G o t  a  p r ob le m  w i t h 
your router? Just holler for 
your nearest offspring — 
who will roll his eyes with 
exasperation, poke a couple 
keys and voila! You’re back 
in business.
G i ven  t he  h ig h- t e c h 
nature of today’s playthings, 
i t  shou ld n’t  come  a s  a 
surpr ise that companies 
now are marketing “kits” to 
make no-tech objects.
“ J u s t  f o l l o w  t h e s e 
easy directions,” says the 
packaging for the Make 
it Yourself Rubber Band 
Ba l l  ($5,  t hepenci lg r ip.
com). “Cont inue to add 
bands until desired size is 
accomplished.”
This rubber band bal l 
k it is marketed as an 
educat ional toy: 
“ S t i m u l a t e s 
both eye-hand 
coordination 
and v isua l 
sequencing 
in children. 
F u n  t o 
t h row a nd 
catch ...”
I t ’ s  c o m e 
to this: Today’s 
y o u t h  c a n 
dow nload r ing tones 
to their cell phone faster 
than you can say “Def Jam.” 
They’re watching movies 
on their laptops the same 
day they hit the theaters. 
But they need a kit and an 
instruction manual to make 
a ball out of rubber bands.
I f  t h e  p a c k a g e 
instructions alone 
are not explicit 
enough,  t he 
k i d s  c a n 
u s e  t h e i r 
c o m p u t e r 
s k i l l s  t o 
l o c a t e  a 
much more 
d e t a i l e d 
online how-to 
(wikihow.com).
There, they ’l l 
fi nd fi ve steps to making 
the ball, 23 additional “tips” 
(“Keep saving rubber bands 
wherever you find them”) 
and six “warnings” (“Be 
careful, as rubber bands can 
snap back and hit you”).
O nce  done  w it h  t h i s 
process, then what? You can 
“throw” this spherical object 
and someone will “catch” it.
Sounds like fun, but how 
would a kid learn to do that? 
Well, he could type “how to 
play catch” into the search 
engine of his computer.
Or, he could just ask his 
parents.
Technology allows children to teach
New skills come slower 
to parents, kids still need 
basic skills to be adults
Ellen Warren
MCT CAMPUS
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
mainstream instrument, 
perhaps partly because of 
their close association with 
a certain ethnicity: You 
don’t have to trace your 
roots to the British Isles 
to develop an urge to pipe, 
but it helps. And it’s not a 
cheap hobby: A basic setup 
can cost around $1,500. 
What’s more, it’s a niche 
instrument to say the least: 
Bagpipes aren’t usual ly 
heard in the rock music 
that’s popular with kids, 
nor are they considered a 
recital instrument of the 
kind commonly taught in 
schools.
“It was a village, rustic, 
peasant’s instrument,” said 
Dav id Cohen, associate 
p rof e s s or  o f  mu s ic  a t 
Columbia University, “as 
opposed to the violin or 
the harpsichord, which 
were h igh-class ,  el it ist 
instruments.”
But bagpipers, l ike all 
music ians ,  s t r ive for  a 
certain purity of tone, said 
Robert Lynch, an attorney 
and a member of the Irish 
f r ater na l  orga n izat ion 
t he  A nc ient  O rder  o f 
H i b e r n i a n s .  T h o u g h 
there’s no English word to 
describe the sound, “It’s 
the soul of the music, the 
Irish equivalent of soul,” 
Lynch said. “It can be very 
sorrowful, like a lament — 
the blues don’t hold a candle 
to it. On the other hand, it 
can be very joyful.”
T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e 
bagpipes is complicated, 
with roots in both Ireland 
and Scotland, though music 
experts believe they may 
date back to antiquity. The 
Ir ish version, known as 
Uilleann pipes, are on the 
smaller side and typically 
used in folk bands, while the 
larger highland bagpipes — 
known in Gaelic as “phiob 
mhor,” or “big pipe” — are 
the familiar ones usually 
seen in parades.
With three drone pipes 
plu s  t he  recorder- l i ke 
chanter, whose fi nger holes 
generate the melody, the 
bagpipes aren’t the easiest 
instrument to learn. Each 
pipe must be hand-tuned by 
lengthening or shortening 
it , and each set of pipes 
must be tuned to all the 
others (which explains why 
you’ll see the players take 
so much time to warm up). 
Then there’s the bag itself, 
which operates something 
like a third lung.
“ I t  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f 
st amina,”  sa id Pat r ic ia 
O’Shaughnessy, 65, a pipe 
instructor who emigrated 
from Dublin more than 40 
years ago.
O’Shaughnessy has been 
playing the bagpipes since 
she was 10, back when girls 
were of ten discouraged 
from joining bands. Now 
her own band consists of 
nearly 40 pipers of varying 
ages and both genders. 
“Beaux,” he tells us, “with 
an X”). 
H i s  r e s t r a i n e d 
pretent iousness ex tends 
from seeing Becky’s broach 
as “the Aztec symbol for 
spiritual metamorphosis” 
(“It’s a bug,” she replies) to 
at tempt ing window-side 
“Say Anything” boom box 
action playing soft rocker 
Peter Cetera. Such cultural 
touchstones fi t feather-light 
and organic here, too, where 
most shows cram them in 
ham-fi sted.
“Miss/Guided” doesn’t 
quite score 100 — we could 
do without the i rr itable 
b o w e l  j o k e s  —  b u t  i t 
manages to achieve both 
timeless sweetness and frank 
relevance without messing 
itself. Just when Greer’s 
narration or comment-to-
the-camera punctuat ion 
threaten to feel forced, the 
show steps back and lets 
dead-on dialogue do the 
talking.
There’s genuine emotion 
underlying “Miss/Guided,” 
and a st irring sense that 
“positivity” might actually 
be cool. 
Courtesy of ABC
Relentlessly supportive Becky Freeley counsels high school students through awkward high school experience.
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
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Concert of Worship - March 22
Resurrection Celebration - March 23
www.northsidebaptist.org2005 Song and New Artist of the Year
Aries A person you care 
very much about offers 
good advice. It may be 
d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  w h a t 
t he  c r o wd  i s  d o i n g , 
a nd what  t hey va lue . 
Fr iends come and go; 
maintain your principles.
Taurus As you get into 
making changes, you’ll 
find out what will work. 
A d j u s t me nt s  w i l l  b e 
required. There’s always 
a bit of a gap between 
f a n t a s y  a n d  r e a l i t y.
Gemini  Your research 
uncovers more of t he 
a n s wer s  you’ve  b een 
seek ing. Some of your 
prev ious supposit ions 
w e r e  i n a c c u r a t e . 
I t ’ s  g o o d  t o  k n o w.
Cancer  There is some 
shopping that has to be 
done, but don’t get carried 
away. You feel like you can 
afford the very best, but 
don’t get a whole lot of it.
Leo Don’t let the others 
wander of f  on a  w i ld 
goose chase. Keep them 
on schedule and within 
b u d g e t ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
i f  i t ’ s  y o u r  m o n e y.
Virgo  The Paper work 
Fair ies have not come 
in over  t he weekend. 
Unfortunately, the stack 
of stuff is still demanding 
your at tent ion.  Th is , 
you ca n not  delegate .
L i b r a  M e e t i n g s  a n d 
other social interactions 
t a k e  y o u  a w a y  f r o m 
the tranquility of your 
nest. It’s a struggle, but 
you’ll adapt, and survive.
Scorpio  You’re pret t y 
good at working within 
the system, but sometimes 
it grates. You’d rather do 
things your way, but you 
can modify your plans.
Sag i t t a r iu s  Don’t  go 
r ac i ng  of f  on  a  w i ld 
goose  chase .  Let  t he 
geese come over to you, 
i f  t here ’s  s omet h i ng 
they need. Send them a 
memo to that effect, so 
they’ll know what to do.
Capricorn You’re going 
to have to scratch a few 
items off your shopping 
list. Move them to your 
wish list. Never give up, of 
course, but do be practical.
Aquarius Don’t argue with 
a person who has your 
best interests at heart. 
Let this person be your 
coach to help you through 
a diffi cult time. But make 
the decision yourself.
Pisces Get into the job 
at hand, and watch for 
breakdowns and setbacks. 
If you’re expecting them, 
you’ll be less surprised and 











SICKSICKSICK; ROUGE NATIONS; YOU, ME, 
AND US; PUBLIC INSULT; VILLAIN
7 p.m., $5 over 21, $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., Free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
THE SAVAGES
6 and 8:15 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
MULT I - E T HNIC  AC T ING  WOR KSHOP 
INTERVIEWS
5:30 p.m.
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 The sex y th ing to do 
in college basketball is to 
replace your outgoing head 
coach w it h an up-and-
coming coach from a mid-
major school. It worked for 
Tennessee with Bruce Pearl, 
for Ohio State with Thad 
Matta and for Duke when 
they hired Mike Krzyzewski 
away from Army.
Ever yone  dow n here 
seems to want to replace 
Dave Odom with either a 
certain coach from Virginia 
or a certain coach from 
the Big South. I ’ve got 
someone who fits both of 
those descriptions. Duggar 
Baucom.
Baucom’s VMI Keydets, 
after scaring Gregg Marshall’s 
Winthrop team in the 2007 
Big South tournament fi nal, 
f inished last year in fifth 
place in a particularly weak 
conference. 
But here’s the catch: they 
averaged 100.9 points per 
game in 2007, in addition 
to  se t t i ng  record s  for 
most 3-pointers and the 
most steals. Guard Reggie 
Williams led the nation in 
scoring at 28.1 points per 
game. 
Baucom’s game plan is for 
his team to take 100 shots 
— 50 of them for three — 
every game and to create 
30 turnovers on defense. 
Even if that’s not necessarily 
winning basketball, it’s got 
to be more fun to watch than 
what we have now.
But why can’t 





A shev i l le  (a 
team that took 
USC down at 
home earl ier 
t h i s  sea son) 
by 22 points. 
A  s i m i l a r 
game plan led 
t i ny  L oyola 
Marymount to the Elite 
Eight in 1990. It even works 
in the NBA, af ter Mike 
D’Antoni’s run-for-your-life 
approach sparked a 31-game 
turnaround for the Phoenix 
Suns in 2004-05.
USC has the personnel, 
in a chronically undersized 
but quick team that shot 36.4 
percent from three-point 
range, to make this system 
work. A system that requires 
speed, creativity, a strong 
shooting stroke and quick 
hands to create steals could 
not be better-designed for 
guard Devan Downey.
Downey scored more than 
a quarter of USC’s points 
this season. For a team that 
averages 101 points per 
game that turns into 25.7 
points per game, an increase 
of more than seven points 
from his average this year, 
and if he takes more shots 
and more 3-pointers, there’s 
no telling how high that 
average could soar. Imagine 
Brandis Raley-Ross hitting 
51 percent of his 3-pointers, 
his average this season, but 
taking eight or nine looks 
every game instead of the 
two and change he’s getting 
now. VMI’s average begins 
to look conservative.
The individual single-
season scoring record is 
Pete Maravich’s 1,381 points 
in 1970 for LSU. Could 
Downey have a shot at that 
record if the Gamecocks hire 
Baucom? Bo Kimble, of the 
1990 Loyola Marymount 
Lions, has the sixth-highest 
mark. I’m ready to believe.
G A INESV IL L E ,  F l a .  — 
When the Florida Gators 
lost in the fi rst round of the 
Southeastern Conference 
tournament, they knew it 
knocked them out of the 
NCAA tournament fi eld.
They had no idea it also 
would get them kicked out 
of their practice facility.
Coach Bil ly Donovan, 
feel ing l i ke  h is  players 
had set t led into a st ate 
o f  c o m p l a c e n c y  a n d 
entitlement, banned them 
from Florida’s $12 million 
facility. He also told them 
t hey cou ld n’t  wear  a ny 
Florida attire.
“ P r o b a b l y  i n  s o m e 
respect s  t he confet t i  i s 
st ill falling down around 
t h e m ,”  D o n o v a n  s a i d 
Monday. “When you have 
great success like we’ve had, 
I think it’s very, very easy 
to become complacent and 
to lose sight of how good 
things are around here and 
to have an attitude of, ‘I’m 
at Florida. This is just what’s 
going to happen.’”
The two-time reigning 
national champion Gators 
(21-11) lost eight of their 
f inal 11 games, including 
the last four, and missed out 
on the NCAA tournament 
for t he f i r st  t ime s ince 
1998. They became t he 
f irst defending champion 
to not make it back to the 
tournament since probation-
stricken Kansas in 1989.
Florida settled for a spot 
in the NIT, where they will 
host San Diego State on 
Wednesday night.
The Gators also found 
themselves fighting to get 
back into their state-of-the-
art facility, which houses 
the team locker room, the 
pract ice court, the video 
room, the weight room, 
both national championship 
trophies and pieces of both 
fl oors on which Florida won 
it all.
Players spent the last four 
days shuffl ing between the 
O’Connell Center practice 
f loor and the ant iquated 
Florida Gym.
“He just wants to teach us 
a lesson that it takes time to 
earn stuff,” freshman guard 
Nick Calathes said. “He’s 
really going to make us earn 
it. I like that. I don’t see that 
as a problem at all. I think 
it will help us in the long 
run.”
A d d e d  f r e s h m a n  J a i 
Lucas: “When he feels we’re 
ready and playing like the 
University of Florida should 
play, then we’ll move (back) 
in.”
I t  m ight  not  h app en 
anytime soon.
Footba l l  coach Urban 
Meyer, who has developed 
a close relat ionship with 
Donovan, pulled a similar 
move  i n  su m mer 20 05. 
Meyer barred players from 
the locker room and told 
them they couldn’t wear 
orange and blue or anything 
with the Gators logo on it.
He also removed the large 
Mark Long
Th e Associated Press
Donovan teaches 








Salvation of basketball team 
lies with VMI coach Baucom
Gators coach removes UF 
players from practice arena
Gamecocks would 
excite, possibly win 
with Odom replaced
Ben Fine/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Whit Merrifi eld and USC head to Charleston for today’s matchup against the 
College of Charleston. First pitch is set for 7 p.m. at Patriots Point. USC will send 
right hand pitcher Nick Godwin to the hill. 
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
USC sophomore point guard Devan Downey was named to the AP’s First Team 
All-SEC team after setting the league record in steals with 103. His 172 assists this 
season are the third highest total in school history, just 10 off the season lead. 
Chucktown Bound
Downey named to SEC First Team 
North Carolina was the 
only school among the four 
No. 1 seeds in the NCAA 
m e n ’s  t o u r n a m e n t  t o 
graduate at least 50 percent 
of its players.
A report released Monday 
found 86 percent of Tar 
Heels men’s players earned 
diplomas during a six-year 
period. The other top seeds 
were far worse: 45 percent 
at Kansas and 40 percent at 
UCLA and Memphis.
The study was conducted 
b y  R i c h a r d  L ap c h i c k , 
head of the University of 
Central Florida’s Institute 
for Diversit y and Ethics 
in Sport. It evaluated four 
different freshman classes 
for a period beginning in 
1997-98 and ending with 
2000-01. Though the players 
evaluated are no longer on 
campus, the report intends 
to provide a snapshot of 
academic trends.
L a p c h i c k ’s  p r i m a r y 
concern was the disparity 
between black and white 
p l a y e r s .  T h i r t y - t h r e e 
schools graduated at least 70 
percent of their white men’s 
basketball players; only 19 
graduated that many black 
players. At least 50 percent 
of white players earned 
degrees at 45 schools, but 
black athletes had that much 
success at only 36 schools.
But the study found that 
the achievement gap was 
shrink ing. At 34 percent 
o f  t o u r n a m e n t- b o u n d 
teams there was a 30-point 
or greater d if ference in 
graduation success between 
black and white players, 
down from 49 percent last 
year. Black players continued 
to succeed in higher rates 
than black nonathletes.
“ H i g h e r  e d u c a t io n’s 
g re at e s t  f a i lu re  i s  t he 
per s i s tent  gap bet ween 
African-American and white 
basketball student-athletes 
in particular, and students 
in general,” Lapchick wrote. 
“The good news there is 
that the gaps are narrowing 
slightly.”
According to NCAA data, 
graduation rates for black 
men’s basketbal l players 
have improved 14 percent 
overall since 1984.
“We’ve seen some real 
improvement over t ime,” 
NC A A spokesman Er ik 
Christianson said. “There’s 
a lw ay s  ro om  f or  more 
improvement ,  but we’re 
pleased with the progress.”
The NCAA tournament 
f ield is 65 teams, but not 
a l l  could be included in 
the analysis. Cornell, like 
other Ivy League schools, 
doesn’t report graduation 
rates. Gonzaga had no black 
players and 10 schools had 
no white athletes.
Two of the No. 2 seeds, 
Te n n e s s e e  a n d  Te x a s , 
graduated only 33 percent of 
their players for the period 
studied. The other second 
seeds ,  Georgetow n and 
Duke, had success rates of 
82 percent and 67 percent, 
respectively.
If the Final Four were 
determined academically, it 
would be Western Kentucky 
(100 percent graduat ion 
success), Butler (92 percent), 
Notre Dame (91 percent) 
and Purdue (91 percent). 
Xavier, a No. 3 seed, was 
c lose  beh ind w it h a  90 
percent success rate.
Richard Lapchick conducts 
study on college athletes’ 
race, academic success
Travis Reed




John Bazemore / The Associated Press
Florida coach Billy Donovan talks with Nick Calathes (33) 
and Chandler Parsons (25) during a practice session.
Courtesy of  VMI MEDIA RELATIONS
Virginia Military Institute coach Duggar Baucom directs 
his high-scoring, fast-paced Keydet basketball team.
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replica gator head that was 
on d isplay bet ween t he 
locker room and Florida 
Field.  Players  t y pica l ly 
rub the head for good luck 
before games.
Meyer’s players responded 
by winning nine games for 
the fi rst time in four years. 
They won the national title 
the following season.
Donovan can only hope 
for similar results from a 
t ea m he  ha s  c r i t ic i z ed 
for  not  hav i ng  enough 
dedication, passion to win 
and w i l l ingness to play 
defense.
“One of the things that 
creates a tremendous level 
of complacency in anybody 
is after something very, very 
big happens,” said Donovan, 
who has used motivational 
tactics extensively in recent 
years. “It’s very easy to have 
a letdown. It ’s not these 
guys’ fault. They walked 
into this. They walked into 
what happened.
“They got a facility that 
t he  ad m i n i s t r at ion ha s 
invested a lot in. It’s one 
of the best in the country. 
They ’ve  got  a  mas sage 
t herapi s t  to  ma ke  su re 
they’re OK af ter games. 
They’ve got a private plane 
that they take to games. 
The meals that they eat. 
All those things, these guys 
came here and went right to 
the penthouse.”
C a l a t h e s  a n d  L u c a s 
acknowledged that players 
felt a sense of entitlement 
during this season. They 
a l so  echoed Donova n’s 
remarks that none of the 
players knew what it took to 
win at the college level or 
what they needed to do every 
day in practice to make the 
NCAA tournament.
Now,  Donova n hopes 
missing the tournament 
— they actually practiced 
during the selection show 
since there was no reason to 
watch — will prove to be a 
humbling experience that 
will pay off down the road.
Kicking them out of the 
locker room could help, 
too.
“I think we’re going to 
have this taste in our mouths 
all the way until we make the 
NCAA tournament,” Lucas 
said. “This is something 
that wil l never leave us. 
This pain is unbearable. If 
this doesn’t (motivate us), I 
don’t know what will. This 
might be one of the worst 
things that could happen to 
the team.”
FLORIDA ● Continued from 8
The Gamecocks open the season Feb. 22 
against East Carolina at 3 p.m. in the last 
season at Sarge Frye Field.
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classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Apartments
Walk to USC/Shandon Clean & Quiet 
2BR 1BA apts. $525-$750 w/deposit. 
776-5405
Marion St. 1BR - CH&A w/d H20 & 
parking included $470. Studio  $395. 
256-3745
Copper Beech Now Leasing
2nd phase 1 2 3 & 4 Bedroom Brand 
NewTownhomes. Call today 255-0170
www.cbeech.com
Pre-leasing 1BR to 5BR apts. almost on 
campus for 2008-2009 year. 
318-0080 or rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Housing-Rent
Room- Rosewood $300. inclds wireless 
+ util (non-smoker). Call (803)210-5891 
1900 Holland St. - Very large pvt house 
6BR 3B close to USC in W. Cola. Laun-
dry rm fp hdwd fls fenced yd. Available 
NOW! $1500/mo. 796-3913
3BR 1BA CAYCE - 




We have openings for several dedicated 
individuals to photograph student social 
events. Fun work, we train & provide 
equipment. Allen Anderson 256-0424.
INTERN NEEDED:
Southeastern Freight Line is now hiring 
an intern to work as a database analyst 
in our corporate office in Cola. Responsi-
ble for designing/developing all major 
portions of MS Access data base for 
tracking employee relations. Need 
someone for approx. 20/hrs/wk, but 
hours very flexible. Requirements: Ex-
tensive knowledge of databases, ability 
to write complex queries in MS Access 
and modifying pivot tables in Excel, and 
excellent communications skills. This is 
a paid position that we anticipate will 
continue through the summer. A great 
experience with a large local business! 
Please send resumes to 
Katherine.Burgess@sefl.com
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Child Care
Babysitter, Friday evenings, 
non-smoker. Near 5PTS, must like dogs. 





Apply today for Spring & Summer
Instructor positions with 
The Swim Lesson Company. Complete 
training and free uniform provided.   
Good Pay-start@ $10/hr..
Call Mr. Jim Reiser @ 665-8709 or 
email at coachreiser@sc.rr.com
Experienced Personal Trainers 
needed. Located 5 minutes from cam-
pus. PT & FT available. Contact Matt 
@ 799-9455 for details.
Tutoring
Services
SPANISH TUTOR - Call if you need tu-
toring.Grammar my specialty 926-3126
Miscellaneous
Self defense products & surveillance 
equipment. Kobie Campbell, owner of 
Heavyweight Security. We sell: tasers, 
stun guns, pepper sprays, tear gas, bb 
guns, knives, spy glasses, voice chang-





1-800-645-3618  Visit us at
myspace.com/retreatmyrtlebeach
$100 AND UP FOR THE WEEK!
